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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ARLINGTON, VA – Arlington Arts Center is pleased to announce Assembly 2019, AAC’s inaugural regional biennial. 
This new exhibition program will explore current material and conceptual trends among artists in the region, and 
will feature work by young and emerging artists alongside new work by artists with longstanding connections to the 
Mid-Atlantic region and its art scenes. 

Assembly 2019 will feature sixteen contemporary artists and artist pairs working in a range of media, from drawing 
and painting to performance and installation. The artists were selected by Blair Murphy, AAC’s Curator of Exhibitions, 
from an open call for submissions, augmented by studio visits and one-on-one conversations during the final 
selection process.  

“For the first edition of the biennial, we are very excited to present an exhibition that reflects the processes and 
materials artists are using today, while also nodding to the ongoing influence of the region’s artistic legacies,” 
explained Murphy. “There are so many talented and accomplished artists working in the Mid-Atlantic—there’s a real 
need for more opportunities to highlight the strength of the work being made while making connections across media 
and generations.” AAC’s Executive Director, Holly Koons, notes, “This inaugural exhibition builds a strong foundation 
for a program that we are excited to grow in the coming years. AAC is positioning itself as an artistic nexus within 
the Mid-Atlantic region, presenting a diverse range of artists who enrich the cultural landscape with stimulating, 
thought-provoking work.”

While highlighting the varied media being utilized by artists in the region, the exhibition follows several aesthetic and 
conceptual threads including formal explorations of the boundary between abstraction and representation and a 
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Shannon Collis + Liz Donadio
Singular Space: ICA Baltimore, 2019 

ARLINGTON ARTS CENTER’S INAUGURAL REGIONAL BIENNIAL

Assembly 2019
On view: September 21 – December 22
Opening Reception: Saturday / September 21 / 6-9pm

ASSEMBLY 2019 ARTISTS

Kara Braciale, Wilfred Brunner, Bradley Chriss, 
Shannon Collis + Liz Donadio, chanan delivuk, 
Lillian Bayley Hoover, Katie Kehoe, Dean Kessmann, 
Magnolia Laurie, Khánh H. Lê, Gina Gwen Palacios, 
Judith Pratt, Sarah G. Sharp, Molly Springfield, 
McKinley Wallace III, and Fabiola Alvarez Yurcisin



thematic interest in place and migration. 

“A number of artists in the exhibition use place and landscape as an entry point for broader topics, including 
migration, belonging, identity, and environmental catastrophe,” explains Murphy. “Rather than react to single events, 
controversies, or individuals, they explore their own histories, create new narratives and worlds, initiate dialogue, 
and think broadly about both our past and future. In this moment of national instability and even crisis, it is more 
important than ever to engage with the depth of vision they have cultivated in their work.”

Several artists in the exhibition, including Khánh H. Lê, chanan delivuk, Gina Gwen Palacios, and Judith Pratt, draw 
on their own personal and familial histories to explore identity and immigration, while Fabiola Alvarez Yurcisin’s 
work confronts viewers with the cruelty and violence enabled by the dehumanization of immigrants. Both Magnolia 
Laurie and Lillian Bayley Hoover look to the landscape as a means of exploring contemporary crises, including 
environmental catastrophe and the use of geography and landscape as a justification for violence and exclusion. 
Katie Kehoe addresses the threat of climate change directly, creating sculptures and performances meant to initiate 
conversations about the real-world impact of sea level rise. Bradley Chriss’ hallucinatory paintings incorporate 
landscapes with human and animal bodies, evoking bliss and destruction, danger and pleasure.

The boundaries between abstraction, representation, and meaning are explored through divergent media in 
paintings by Wilfred Brunner, drawings by Molly Springfield, and photographs by Dean Kessman. In his paintings of 
Baltimore’s urban landscape, McKinley Wallace III utilizes the visual tension between abstraction and representation 
to evoke the impact of police violence and racism on the city and its residents. Shannon Collis & Liz Donadio explore 
the legacy of public art through Singular Space, their installation exploring a brutalist fountain built by the Baltimore 
% for Art Program on the grounds of Paul Laurence Dunbar High School in East Baltimore. Through installation, 
video, and new media work, Kara Braciale and Sarah G. Sharp consider the utopian possibilities of space and place, 
with a focus on the potential for technologically-assisted environments for liberation.  

PUBLIC PROGRAMS 

Opening Reception: Saturday / September 21 / 6-9pm
Opening Reception for Assembly 2019 and open studios with AAC’s resident artists.

Gallery Talk: Saturday / October 19 / 1-3pm
A walking tour and discussion of Assembly with the exhibiting artists and curator Blair Murphy.

Gallery Talk: Saturday / November 16 / 1-3pm
A walking tour and discussion of Assembly with the exhibiting artists and curator Blair Murphy. 

Additional Public Programs / TBA

ABOUT ASSEMBLY 2019 ARTISTS 

Kara Braciale / Falls Church, VA 
In paintings, installations, and new media work, Kara Braciale uses patterns, ideas, décor, languages and systems 
as symbolic stand-ins for the systems of authority that govern access to different types of spaces, including private, 
public, and virtual environments. Braciale is an artist based in Northern Virginia. Her work has been shown across 
the United States, including at the Great Space@UIC (Chicago, IL), Cost Annex (Boston, MA), Regina Rex (New York, 
NY), Walter Feldman Gallery (Boston, MA), SOFA Gallery (Austin, TX), the Artists Foundation Gallery (South Boston, 
MA), and Riverside Arts Center (Riverside, IL) among other venues. She was founding co-director of Proof Gallery 
(Boston, MA) and has taught at Northeastern University, Lesley University, and University of Illinois-Chicago. Braciale 
holds an MFA from University of Illinois-Chicago and a BA from University of Chicago. 
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Wilfred Brunner / Washington, DC 
In his most recent work, Wilfred Brunner continues his exploration of the boundaries and tensions between 
abstraction and representation. Brunner depicts individual objects, signs, and symbols floating free on complex fields 
of color, questioning and expanding upon the communicative possibilities of painting itself. Since his first exhibition 
at Hardart in Washington, DC in 1975, Brunner has exhibited extensively, including in solo exhibitions at PASS 
Gallery (Washington, DC), Shepherd University (Shepherdstown, WV), McIntosh Drysdale (Washington, DC), and 
The Corcoran Gallery of Art (Washington, DC) and group exhibitions at The Huntington Museum of Art (Huntington, 
WV), Site:Brooklyn (Brooklyn, NY), American University Museum at the Katzen (Washington, DC), Present Company 
(Brooklyn, NY), and Black Rock Center for the Arts (Germantown, MD), among many other venues. His work is held 
in public and private collections including The Baltimore Museum of Art, The Phillips Collection, and The American 
University Museum at the Katzen. 

Bradley Chriss / Roanoke, VA 
In paintings and performances, Bradley Chriss demolishes the boundary between the corporeal and the sublime. In 
his most recent series of paintings, the artist depicts otherworldy conflagrations, still depictions that seem to freeze 
a moment of chaotic creation or, potentially, destruction. Chriss has staged performances and exhibited his work 
at venues across the United States and around the world including at After MAF Festival (Roanoke, VA), American 
University Museum at the Katzen (Washington, DC), Transformer Gallery (Washington, DC), Gavin Brown’s Enterprise 
@ Passerby (New York, NY), Green Papaya Art Projects (Quezon City, Philippines), Eyebeam (New York, NY), 
Transmodern Festival (Baltimore, MD), and IA&A at Hollyer (Washington, DC). Chriss holds an MFA from American 
University and a BFA from Columbus College of Art and Design. 

Shannon Collis + Liz Donadio / Baltimore, MD 
Singular Space, an installation created by Shannon Collis & Liz Donadio, addresses contemporary issues around 
access and use of urban environments through a multi-faceted portrait of Forum Fountain, a Brutalist-inspired public 
sculpture located behind Paul Laurence Dunbar High School in East Baltimore. As collaborators, the artists bring 
together backgrounds in photography, digital video, and sound art to create immersive environments with innovative 
technologies. Previous collaborations have been exhibited and screened at Institute of Contemporary Art (Baltimore, 
MD), Current Space (Baltimore, MD), The Walters Art Museum (Baltimore, MD), and InLight Richmond (Richmond, 
VA). Collis is an Associate Professor in the Department of Art at the University of Maryland, College Park. She earned 
a BDes and an MFA from the University of Alberta and a Graduate Certificate in Digital Technologies from Concordia 
University. Donadio holds an MFA from Towson University and a BFA from SUNY Purchase. She is an Assistant 
Professor of Photography at Northern Virginia Community College, Woodbridge Campus. 

chanan delivuk / Baltimore, MD 
Through photographs, video, and personally collected artifacts, chanan delivuk documents her family connection to 
Delivuki, Croatia, the small village where her paternal ancestors once lived. Since haphazardly finding the village on 
a trip several years ago, the artist has cultivated relationships with distant relatives in Croatia and the United States, 
building an archive and a network across geography, national boundaries, and time. chanan delivuk’s previous 
exhibitions include solos shows at <terminal> gallery (Clarksville, TN), Current Gallery (Baltimore, MD), IA&A at Hillyer 
Space (Washington, DC), and Lighthole Gallery (Baltimore, MD) and group exhibitions at Mitchell Gallery (Annapolis, 
MD), EMP Collective (Baltimore, MD), and Virginia Tech University (Roanoke, VA). She holds an MFA in Intermedia 
and Digital Arts from University of Maryland, Baltimore County and an MFA in New Media from George Washington 
University.
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Lillian Bayley Hoover / Baltimore, MD 
Lillian Bayley Hoover’s paintings explore the banal, awkward, overlooked, and imperfect elements of our material 
environment. In her most recent work, landscapes are interrupted and obscured by flat planes of grays, browns, and 
blacks, neutral fields which introduce a sense of foreboding into Hoover’s scenes. Hoover’s recent solo exhibitions 
include In This World at BlackRock Center for the Arts (Germantown, MD), Holding Space at Goya Contemporary 
(Baltimore, MD), and Borders at Louisiana Tech University (Ruston, LA). Her work has been included in group 
exhibitions at American University Museum at the (Washington, DC), Museum della Carta e della (Filigrana, Italy), 
McLean Project for the Arts (McLean, VA), Gallery B (Bethesda, MD), and Aichi Prefectural Museum of Art (Aichi, 
Japan), among other venues. She holds an MFA from Maryland Institute College of Art and a BFA from University of 
North Carolina, Asheville. 

Katie Kehoe / Fredericksburg, VA 
Katie Kehoe creates object-based performances and site-specific installations, often incorporating duration, social 
engagement, and adaptive reuse of materials. Kehoe was raised in Cape Breton, Novia Scotia and currently lives in 
Fredericksburg, VA. She teaches at Virginia Commonwealth University and George Mason University. Her work has 
been exhibited across the United States and Canada. Highlights include: The Contemporary Museum (Baltimore, 
MD), Center for Maine Contemporary Art (Rockland, ME), RedLine Contemporary (Denver, CO), (e)merge art fair 
(Washington, DC), SummerWorks Festival - LiveArt Series (Toronto, ON) as well as solo exhibitions at VisArts 
(Rockville, MD), Verso Gallery and Type Books Gallery (Toronto, CAN). Kehoe holds an MFA from the Maryland 
Institute College of Art and a BA Hons from Saint Mary’s University.

Dean Kessmann / Washington, DC 
Dean Kessmann is a photographer whose work explores the relationships between abstraction and representation, 
physical objects and digital information, compression and expansion. Kessmann’s work has been exhibited 
extensively across the United States, including in solo exhibitions at William Shearburn Gallery (St. Louis, MO), 
Furthermore (Washington, DC), Orlando Museum of Art (Orlando, FL), Connersmith (Washington, DC), and White 
Flag Projects (St. Louis, MO). His work is included in public and private collections including Hirshhorn Museum and 
Sculpture Garden (Washington, DC), Walker Art Center (Minneapolis, MN), Baltimore Museum of Art (Baltimore, MD), 
The Phillips Collection (Washington, DC), and Museum of Contemporary Photography, Columbia College (Chicago, 
IL).  Kessmann is represented by William Shearburn Gallery (St. Louis, MO). 

Magnolia Laurie / Baltimore, MD 
Magnolia Laurie’s paintings reference the conflicting visual vocabulary that marks the land we live on and utilize—
landmarks of protection, destruction, progress, and waste. Laurie’s work has been exhibited in solo shows at The 
Spite House (Philadelphia, PA), frosch & portmann (New York, NY), The Phillips Museum of Art, Franklin & Marshall 
College (Lancaster, PA), and Hamiltonian Gallery (Washington, DC) and group exhibitions at MONO Practice 
(Baltimore, MD), Little Berlin (Philadelphia, PA), Addison/Ripley Gallery (Washington, DC), Hemphill Gallery at 
Carroll Square (Washington, DC), and the Baltimore Museum of Art (Baltimore, MD), among other venues. She has 
participated in residencies across the United States including at Virginia Center for the Creative Arts (Amherst, VA) 
and Vermont Studio Center (Johnson, VT). 

Khánh H. Lê / Washington, DC 
Khánh H. Lê transforms family photos to create new historical narratives using gold gelly roll pens, sequins, and 
acrylic crystals, while drawing on influences from design, minimalism, photography, and the history of abstract 
painting. Lê was born in Mỹ Tho, Vietnam and, as a child, lived in a refugee camp in Thailand before immigrating with 
his family to the United States. He has had solo exhibitions at Mount St. Mary’s University Art Gallery (Emmitsburg, 
MD), D’Arte Gallery (New York, NY), IA&A at Hillyer (Washington, DC), and DC Arts Center (Washington, DC) and 
his work has been exhibited in group exhibitions at the Korean Cultural Center (Washington, DC), Site: Brooklyn 
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(Brooklyn, NY), Waller Gallery and Gallery CA (Baltimore, MD), Delaware Center for the Contemporary Arts 
(Wilmington, NJ), Terrault Gallery (Baltimore, MD), and Field Projects (New York, NY). 

Gina Gwen Palacios / Baltimore, MD 
Drawing on her family history and Mexican American identity, Gina Gwen Palacios uses traditional and non-
traditional materials, including paint, cardboard, cotton, and sandpaper, to highlight an often underrepresented 
geographic and cultural narrative. Palacios earned an MFA from the Rhode Island School of Design, an MA from 
The University of Texas at Austin, and a BA from Texas A&M University - Corpus Christi. She currently holds an 
AICAD Post Graduate Teaching Fellowship at Maryland Institute College of Art and recently participated in Santa 
Fe Art Institute’s 2019 Residency focused on Truth & Reconciliation. Her work has been exhibited across the country 
including at Brown Rosenberg Gallery, Maryland Institute College of Art (Baltimore, MD), Five Points Museum of 
Contemporary Art (Victoria, TX), Asya Geisberg Gallery (New York, NY), Villa Victoria Center for the Arts (Boston, 
MA), List Art Center, Brown University (Providence, RI), Morgan Lehman Gallery (New York, NY), and Austin Art 
Space (Austin, TX).   

Judith Pratt / Alexandria, VA 
Judith Pratt’s installations and works on paper connect history, identity, and topography, using the landscape of 
central Virginia, the artist’s point of origin, as a starting point. Pratt holds an MFA from American University and an 
MA in Modern and Contemporary Art History from Christie’s New York and served as a curatorial assistant at the 
Morgan Library and Museum in New York. She has had solo exhibitions at IA&A at Hillyer (Washington, DC), Second 
Street Gallery (Charlottesville, VA), and at the Crescent Gallery (Tysons, VA) and her work has been included in group 
exhibitions at Brentwood Arts Exchange (Brentwood, MD), McLean Project for the Arts (McLean, VA), Red West 
Contemporary (Steamboat Springs, CO), Glen Echo Gallery (Glen Echo, MD), The Workhouse Arts Center (Lorton, 
VA), and Athenaeum Museum (Alexandria, VA). She has participated in residencies with the Virginia Center for the 
Creative Arts in Amherst, VA and Moulin a Nef, Auvillar, France and at the University of Virginia Mountain Lake 
Biological Station in Pembroke, VA.

Sarah G. Sharp / Baltimore, MD 
Sarah G. Sharp is a multidisciplinary, research-based artist whose work addresses themes of identity, land, 
domesticity, communication, and communalism. She is the recipient of a Getty Library Research Grant, Brooklyn Arts 
Council Grant, BRIC Arts Media Fellowship, Bronx Museum AIM Fellowship and residency awards at the Museum 
of Contemporary Art, Tucson, SoHo20 Gallery Residency Lab, Brooklyn and The Vermont Studio Center. Previous 
exhibitions include Institute for Contemporary Art (Baltimore, MD), The Aldrich Museum (Ridgefield, CT), Real Art 
Ways (Hartford, CT), LMAK Gallery (New York, NY), and Field Projects (New York, NY), among other venues. Sharp 
holds an MFA in studio art and an MA Modern and Contemporary Art, Criticism and Theory from Purchase College, 
SUNY. Her work has been covered in Hyperallergic, ArtForum, Kind Aesthetic Quarterly, and The New York Times, 
among other publications. She is an Assistant Professor at University of Maryland Baltimore County.

Molly Springfield / Washington, DC 
Molly Springfield creates graphite drawings that use printed text as their source material, exploring the history of 
information and representation. She has had thirteen national and international solo exhibitions, including shows 
in New York, Washington, DC, San Francisco, Chicago, and Cologne, Germany. Museum exhibitions include the 
Baltimore Museum of Art (Baltimore, MD), Berkeley Art Museum (Berkeley, CA), Carpenter Center for the Visual 
Arts at Harvard University (Boston, MA), The Drawing Center (New York, NY), Hafnarborg Museum (Hafnarborg, 
Iceland); Indianapolis Museum of Art (Indianapolis, IN), Portland Museum of Art (Portland, OR), and the Zimmerli Art 
Museum at Rutgers University (New Brunswick, NJ). Reviews of her work have appeared in Artforum, Art Papers, 
Modern Painters, The New York Times, The New Yorker, Village Voice, Washington Post, San Francisco Chronicle, 
and Chicago Tribune. Her work is in the permanent collections of the Whitney Museum of American Art and the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art. She received her MFA from the University of California, Berkeley in 2004, was a 
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participant at Skowhegan in 2006, and was a MacDowell Fellow in 2016.

McKinley Wallace III / Baltimore, MD 
In his mixed media paintings, McKinley Wallace III builds layered depictions of urban landscapes, adeptly harnessing 
material and formal strategies to create compositions that challenge dominant narratives about Baltimore and its 
residents. Wallace’s work has been included in solo exhibitions at Gallery CA (Baltimore, MD), Amalie Rothschild 
Gallery at Creative Alliance (Baltimore, MD), Jubilee Arts (Baltimore, MD), and The Piano Gallery and in group 
exhibitions at Terrault Gallery (Baltimore, MD), ArtReach Gallery at THEARC (Washington, DC), and Maryland Hall 
for the Creative Arts. Wallace has worked as a teaching artist with Access Art Inc (Baltimore, MD), Baltimore Youth 
Arts (Baltimore, MD), and Interlochen Center for the Arts (Interlochen, MI). He earned a BFA from Maryland Institute 
College of Art and has held fellowships with the MICA Office of Community Engagement, Young Audiences Arts for 
Learning Maryland, and Greater Baltimore Cultural Alliance.

Fabiola Alvarez Yurcisin / Bethesda, MD 
In objects, panels, and installations, Fabiola Alvarez Yurcisin uses non-traditional and synthetic materials, including 
audio and video cassette tape, concrete, and ribbon to respond to systems of control and power. Yurcisin was 
born in México City. She received a BFA from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago and a BA from the Instituto 
Tecnológico de Estudios Superiores de Monterrey, México. She has received grants, residencies, and awards from 
the Arts and Humanities Council of Montgomery County and Virginia Center for the Creative Arts and was selected 
in 2017 as one of the #5WomenArtists by CulturalDC, as part of an initiative launched by The National Museum 
of Women in the Arts (Washington, DC). Her work has been exhibited in the United States, México, and Europe 
including in solo and group exhibitions at VisArts (Rockville, MD), Joan Hisaoka Healing Arts Gallery at Smith Center 
(Washington, DC), DC Arts Center (Washington, DC), Brentwood Arts Exchange (Brentwood, MD), Sandy Spring 
Museum (Sandy Spring, MD), Salzlandmuseum (Schönebeck, Germany), Olly Olly (Fairfax, VA), Workhouse Arts 
Center (Lorton, VA), and Paseo del Carmen (Playa del Carmen, Quintana Roo, Mexico). 

AAC’s exhibitions and their attendant lectures, workshops, and panel discussions offer opportunities for dialogue, and 
ultimately serve to illustrate the value of contemporary art —specifically, what it is, how it works, and why it matters in 
our daily lives. Established in 1974, Arlington Arts Center (AAC) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit contemporary visual arts center 
dedicated to presenting and supporting new work by regional artists. Through exhibitions, educational programs, and 
subsidized studio spaces, AAC serves as a bridge between artists and the community. AAC is housed in the historic 
Maury School, and boasts nine exhibition spaces, working studios for thirteen artists, and three classrooms. At 17,000 
square feet, AAC is one of the largest non-federal venues for contemporary art in the Washington DC metropolitan 
area. For more information, visit www.arlingtonartscenter.org or call 703.248.6800.

###

ABOUT ARLINGTON ARTS CENTER

Location: 3550 Wilson Blvd, Arlington, VA 22201 

Gallery Hours: Wednesday – Sunday, 12-5 pm, or by appointment

Arlington Arts Center (AAC) is an independent, 501(c)(3) organization. Our programs are 
supported in part by The Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation; Arlington County through 
the Arlington Cultural Affairs division of Arlington Economic Development and the Arlington 
Commission for the Arts; the Virginia Commission for the Arts/National Endowment for the 
Arts; the Washington Forrest Foundation; and generous individual donors.


