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violent process that is normalized due to its regularity – but which is accelerating and shifting due to climate change. 
Distort Displace introduces the cracking forms of an ice shelf onto the grounds of AAC, asking viewers how they 
would respond to the dissolution and instability of the very ground beneath their feet. Several low platforms covered 
in AstroTurf are illuminated from below with pulsing lights, mimicking waves or moving tides. Viewers are invited 
stand on the platforms or sit in one of the lawn chairs attached to them and consider their own response to life in an 
ever-shifting and unstable environment. 

Distort Displace is the first in a series of outdoor installation projects that will take place as part of AAC’s 2018-
2019 exhibition season through the generous support of the Arlington Cultural Affairs division of Arlington Economic 
Development and the Arlington Commission for the Arts. The series begins with Schmidt’s Distort Displace 
in November 2018 and runs through the end of the summer of 2019. Other projects in the series will include 
installations by DC-based sculptor and public artist Patrick McDonough and New York-based installation and fiber 
artist Amanda Browder.

Rachel Schmidt received her MFA from the Maryland Institute College of Art in Baltimore and has been an artist 
in residence at Sabhal Mor Ostaig on Isle of Skye, Scotland; Taipei Artist Village in Taipei, Taiwan; Vermont Studio 
Center; and at the Taller Portobelo Norte in Panama. She was a resident artist at Arlington Arts Center from 
2011 to 2016 and has exhibited throughout the US and internationally including exhibitions at Hemphill Fine Arts 
(Washington, DC), VisArts (Rockville, MD), School 33 (Baltimore, MD), transformer (Washington, DC), Flashpoint 
Gallery, (Washington, DC), GAIT LA (Los Angeles, CA), and Komuna Otwock Gallery (Warsaw, Poland). Her work has 
been reviewed in Sculpture Magazine, The Washington Post, and in numerous other print and online publications.
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Rachel Schmidt / Distort Displace / 2018

Arlington Arts Center presents Rachel Schmidt: Distort Displace

Rachel Schmidt: Distort Displace
On view: November 10, 2018 - March 30, 2019
Artist Talk: Thursday / March 14 / 6pm-8pm

ARLINGTON, VA – Arlington Arts Center is proud to present 
Distort Displace, a large-scale sculptural work by artist Rachel 
Schmidt which will be installed on AAC’s front lawn from 
November 10, 2018 through March 30, 2019. 

Distort Displace reflects Schmidt’s ongoing exploration of future 
landscapes, climate change, and artificial habitats, as well as her 
interest in our response to the drastic changes human activity has 
brought about in the natural environment. Every year, massive 
ice shelves break apart and reform at the poles, a dramatic and 
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###

Arlington Arts Center (AAC) is an independent, 501(c)(3) organization. Our programs are 
supported in part by The Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation; Arlington County through 
the Arlington Cultural Affairs division of Arlington Economic Development and the Arlington 
Commission for the Arts; the Virginia Commission for the Arts/National Endowment for the 
Arts; the Washington Forrest Foundation; and generous individual donors.

This program is supported in part by Arlington County through the Arlington Cultural Affairs 
division of Arlington Economic Development and the Arlington Commission on the Arts. 

AAC’s exhibitions and their attendant lectures, workshops, and panel discussions offer opportunities for dialogue, and 
ultimately serve to illustrate the value of contemporary art —specifically, what it is, how it works, and why it matters in 
our daily lives. Established in 1974, Arlington Arts Center (AAC) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit contemporary visual arts center 
dedicated to presenting and supporting new work by regional artists. Through exhibitions, educational programs, and 
subsidized studio spaces, AAC serves as a bridge between artists and the community. AAC is housed in the historic 
Maury School, and boasts nine exhibition spaces, working studios for thirteen artists, and three classrooms. At 17,000 
square feet, AAC is one of the largest non-federal venues for contemporary art in the Washington DC metropolitan 
area. For more information, visit www.arlingtonartscenter.org or call 703.248.6800.

ABOUT ARLINGTON ARTS CENTER

Location: 3550 Wilson Blvd, Arlington, VA 22201 

Gallery Hours: Wednesday – Sunday, 12-5 pm, or by appointment


