
Arlington Arts Center Media Contact:
Laura Devereux

703 248 6800
laura.devereux@arlingtonartscenter.org

www.arlingtonartscenter.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ARLINGTON, VA – This fall Arlington Arts Center (AAC) presents three exciting exhibitions, Fall SOLOS 2018, Dawn 
Whitmore: A house is like a mind that holds everything, and Día de los Muertos: Prints from Self-Help Graphics.

IN THE MAIN GALLERIES

Fall SOLOS 2018
On view: October 13 – December 15

The artists of Fall SOLOS 2018 examine landscapes, investigate personal histories, and analyze the ways physical 
objects communicate meaning and help us understand the world. Exhibiting artists Nekisha Durrett, Zoe Friedman, 
Aimee Gilmore, Artemis Herber, Cindy Stockton Moore, Tristan Roland, and Julia Staples will install solo-style 
exhibitions in AAC’s seven main gallery spaces. Working in various media, including sculpture, drawing, painting, 
animation, and installation, these artists represent the wide-ranging practices and interests of contemporary artists 
working in the Mid-Atlantic. 

Artists Zoe Friedman, Cindy Stockton Moore, and Artemis Herber bring very different approaches to their explorations 
of our built and natural environments. In Cindy Stockton Moore’s close examination of a single Philadelphia block, she 
depicts the process of gentrification and urban change. In Zoe Friedman’s cut paper animation, the artist contrasts 
the domestic and the wild, creating visual connections between the two through an exploration of pattern and color. 
Artemis Herber’s examination of the landscape takes a mythic form. In large scale works created using cardboard, 
Herber considers humans’ exploitation of, and movement across, the earth. 

Bringing a more intimate focus to her work, Aimee Gilmore explores motherhood in part through an examination 
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Zoe Friedman, Idle Hour, 2018

ARLINGTON ARTS CENTER’S FALL 2018 EXHIBITIONS

Fall SOLOS 2018
On view: October 13 – December 15
Opening Reception: Saturday / October 13 / 6-9pm

Dawn Whitmore: A house is like a mind that holds everything
On view: October 13 – December 15
Opening Reception: Saturday / October 13 / 6-9pm

Día de los Muertos: A Cultural Legacy, Past, Present & Future
On view: November 3 – December 15
Opening during AAC’s annual Día de los Muertos celebration: 
Saturday / November 3 / 5-8pm



of the physical materials that connect mother and child. In a newly created installation, Nekisha Durrett evokes 
her family history, examining the ways history is embedded and transferred across generations via keepsakes and 
personal memories. Drawing on his background in furniture making, Tristan Roland also examines the functions and 
social meanings of particular objects, exploring the line between luxury and necessity. Through her long-running 
collaboration with Sonny Lopez, a spiritualist and healer, artist Julia Staples considers the strategies we all use to 
make sense of the world, including the higher powers and faith systems we turn to for answers. 

For more details about the Fall SOLOS 2018 artists see below.

IN THE WYATT RESIDENT ARTISTS GALLERY

Dawn Whitmore: A house is like a mind that holds everything
On view: October 13 – December 15

A house is like a mind that holds everything is a 5-channel immersive sound installation that delves into the 
relationship between the mind and the house as metaphorical dwellings. In a constructed room that reads as a 
simple domestic residence, the artist’s voice, reading from various classical texts, emanates from multiple points in 
the room, becoming almost unintelligible at times as the recordings are layered on top of one another. Drawing on 
myth, philosophy, and global conflict, Whitmore invites participants to follow the work’s soundscape through time, 
moving from uncertainty to clarity.

IN THE JENKINS COMMUNITY GALLERY

Día de los Muertos: A Cultural Legacy, Past, Present & Future 
On view: November 3 – December 15

In conjunction with its 15th annual Día de los Muertos celebration, AAC presents a selection of prints on loan from 
Self-Help Graphics & Art (SHG), a community-driven nonprofit based in Los Angeles that is devoted to fostering 
the creation and advancement of new work by Chicano/a and Latinx artists. For its annual Día de los Muertos 
celebration, begun in 1973, SHG commissions a Día de los Muertos-themed print from a new artist each year. The 
exhibition at AAC includes prints from SHG’s archive which were originally presented as part of their 2016 exhibition 
Día de los Muertos: A Cultural Legacy, Past, Present & Future. 

PUBLIC PROGRAMS: 

Opening Reception: Saturday / October 13 / 6-9pm
Opening Reception for Fall SOLOS 2018 and Dawn Whitmore: A house is like a mind that holds everything on all 
three levels and open studios with AAC’s resident artists.

Día de los Muertos Celebration: November 3 / 5-8pm

Gallery Talk: Saturday / December 15 / 1pm-3pm
A walking tour and discussion of Fall SOLOS 2018 and Dawn Whitmore: A house is like a mind that holds everything 
with the artists in the exhibitions.

FALL SOLOS 2018 ARTISTS: 

Nekisha Durrett, Washington, DC  

For Fall SOLOS 2018, Nekisha Durrett will create a room-sized installation inspired by her family’s ancestral lore, 
specifically the farmhouse her great-grandparents moved into after fleeing the South for upstate New York in the 
1930s. The installation incorporates found objects and handmade clay clovers – a reference to pressed four-leaf 
clovers found in her grandmother’s keepsakes – to re-imagine her family’s farmhouse as a sacred, magical space and 
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a fortress of quiet resistance. In re-imagining the space, this installation considers what remains of the truth when it’s 
filtered across time, withheld, or forgotten.

Zoe Friedman, Baltimore, MD  

Zoe Friedman is an interdisciplinary artist who works with installation, video, and sound. In Idle Hour, presented as 
part of Fall SOLOS 2018, the artist uses paper cut-outs and hand-drawn animation to reveal a collaged narrative of 
layered time and place. Friedman employs a combination of imagery that straddles the line between the recognizable 
and the unknown, incorporating notions of both the domestic and the wild. Using imagery from interiors and natural 
landscapes, the work emphasizes pattern in behavior, design, and sound. 

Aimee Gilmore, Philadelphia, PA  

Aimee Gilmore’s multi-disciplinary practice explores the topic of motherhood, focusing on the continuously shifting 
and complex experiences and relationships that shape the role. She explores the materiality of the mother-child 
bond, archiving, documenting, and re-creating the various objects and substances that pass through and sustain 
this relationship. By making work, in some cases directly through the generative processes of her own body, Gilmore 
seeks a more thorough and vivid understanding of her own labor as a mother. 

Artemis Herber, Owings Mills, MD  

In her large-scale works made primarily of cardboard, Artemis Herber explores the significance of deep time and 
the environmental impact of mankind in the anthropocene. Through her use of corrugated cardboard – a ubiquitous 
signature for our globalized consumerism – Herber connects the material and conceptual foundations of her work. 
Creating multi-layered and sculptural paintings, the artist examines the impact of land seizure, exploitation, and 
large-scale migration on our relationship to the earth.  

Cindy Stockton Moore, Philadelphia, PA  

Cindy Stockton Moore’s Firth series examines a single Philadelphia lot over time, capturing the shifting urban 
landscape and reflecting the multilayered history of the artist’s city block. The paintings are saturated and carefully 
observed, but loosely captured. Chronologically, the works began when the land in question was an unmaintained 
lot, free of any buildings. They continue through ‘development’ of the lot: the construction of a series of high-end row 
homes. Moore’s contribution to Fall SOLOS 2018 will also include a site-specific installation, a trio of hand-painted 
mylar screens designed to tie the historic windows in the Tiffany Gallery to the unfinished windows at the Firth 
construction site.  

Tristan Roland, Washington, DC  

In whimsical and satirical sculptures, Tristan Roland reflects on contemporary culture, human behavior, and their 
effects on the environment.  Drawing on his background as a furniture maker, Roland creates highly-crafted 
sculptures that both embody and satirize luxury design objects. Considering the tension between functionality and 
value in dialogues around design and fine art, the artist takes a critical look into the dark narratives of modern 
consumer capitalism and contemporary lifestyle branding.

Julia Staples, Philadelphia, PA 

For Fall SOLOS 2018, Julia Staples continues her ongoing collaboration with Sonny Lopez, a healer who ran Life 
Energy Sources, a successful healing hotline in the 1980s. Although many of Sonny’s spiritual areas of interest are 
experiencing a resurgence in popularity, his technological limitations prevent him from engaging more broadly with 
his potential audience.  Working in dialogue with Lopez, Staples has acted as a conduit to connect Lopez with new 
audiences. While Lopez’ beliefs may raise questions concerning legitimacy, Staples asks viewers to consider the 
various ways we all seek a higher power.



AAC’s exhibitions and their attendant lectures, workshops, and panel discussions offer opportunities for dialogue, and 
ultimately serve to illustrate the value of contemporary art —specifically, what it is, how it works, and why it matters in 
our daily lives. Established in 1974, Arlington Arts Center (AAC) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit contemporary visual arts center 
dedicated to presenting and supporting new work by regional artists. Through exhibitions, educational programs, and 
subsidized studio spaces, AAC serves as a bridge between artists and the community. AAC is housed in the historic 
Maury School, and boasts nine exhibition spaces, working studios for thirteen artists, and three classrooms. At 17,000 
square feet, AAC is one of the largest non-federal venues for contemporary art in the Washington DC metropolitan 
area. For more information, visit www.arlingtonartscenter.org or call 703.248.6800.

###
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ABOUT ARLINGTON ARTS CENTER

Location: 3550 Wilson Blvd, Arlington, VA 22201 

Gallery Hours: Wednesday – Sunday, 12-5 pm, or by appointment

Arlington Arts Center (AAC) is an independent, 501(c)(3) organization. Our programs are 
supported in part by The Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation; Arlington County through 
the Arlington Cultural Affairs division of Arlington Economic Development and the Arlington 
Commission for the Arts; the Virginia Commission for the Arts/National Endowment for the 
Arts; the Washington Forrest Foundation; and generous individual donors.

Día de los Muertos: A Cultural Legacy, Past, Present & Future is part of Pacific Standard Time: 
LA/LA, a far-reaching and ambitious exploration of Latin American and Latino art in dialogue 
with Los Angeles. Pacific Standard Time is an initiative of the Getty.


